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ODR winter trips
Don’t hibernate this 

winter, get outside! 
Check out the adventures 
Outdoor Recreation offers 
in your neck of the woods. 

See page 11. 

Services 
delivered, 
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kept

See REEVES, page 17

Holiday cheer 
Army garrisons around 

Bavaria get into the holiday 
spirit. See page 3. 

Holiday hiatus
The Bavarian News will 

take a break during the 
holidays. The next edition 
will hit newsstands Jan. 19. 

by Mark Iacampo
USAG Hohenfels Public Affairs
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Civilian recognized for 50 years of service

EB-G projects put Graf on the map 

Emery

See page 17

Just ‘one of the guys’

Molly Hayden 
Staff Writer

are defying stereotypes and 

male teammates. 

ten priceless. 

team. 

genderless. 

are not treated any different Step  hanie Leitold (left) and Charrica Arnaiz, both offensive and 
defensive linemen for the Vilseck High School junior varsity and 
varsity football teams, respectively, defy stereotypes about the 
male-dominated sport. 

See page 17

See page 17

Photo by Andrea Hoesl
Cranes tower over the new Army lodge 
during latter phase of construction in May. 
The building is scheduled to be operational 
in September 2011. In the background are 

projects, including the commissary and PX, 
1+1 barracks, company operations buildings 
and the recently renovated Tower Theater. 

      My (basketball) 
coach kept 

saying, ‘this isn’t 
football,’ so I 
thought I’d go 
out for that. 

Charrica Arnaiz
 Offensive and Defensive Lineman

Vilseck High School
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If you have newsworthy ideas or 
stories to submit, coordinate with the 
managing editor at 475-7113, or e-
mail jeremy.buddemeier@eur.army.
mil. The editorial deadline for ar-
ticles and announcements is noon on 
Tuesday, the week prior to the publi-
cation date. Publication dates can be 

decision on whether content will run 
rests with the editor. 
All editorial content is the respon-

sibility of the U.S. Army Garrison 

The Bavarian News is an authorized 
publication for members of the De-
partment of Defense. Contents of the 
Bavarian News are not necessarily 

the U.S. Government, the Depart-
ment of Defense or the U.S. Army. 
The Bavarian News is published ev-

ery two weeks by Werbeagentur und 
Verlag Roswitha Lehner, a private 

U.S. Army under exclusive written 
contract with U.S. Army Garrison 
Grafenwoehr. The newspaper has a 
printed circulation of 9,800.
Everything advertised in this pub-
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regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, martial status, 

tion or any other nonmerit factor of 
the purchaser, user or patron. 
The appearance of advertising in 
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endorsement by the U.S. Army or 
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products or services advertised. 
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Community prepares 
for holiday season

Commander’s Message

Col. Vann Smiley
Commander, U.S. Army

Garrison Grafenwoehr

The snow and holidays are here 
and with them come a variety of haz-
ards more dangerous than other times 
of year. 

There are the hazards of household 
decorating with an abundance of spar-
kly lights, the dangers of driving on 
wet and icy roads, the depression that 
descends upon many during the holi-
days, which can itself elicit dangerous 
behaviors, and, of course, the exces-
sive celebration that often results in 
drunk and drugged driving incidents.

Although being paranoid will not 
make these issues go away, taking 
proper precautions while doing any 
activity can make the holiday season 
accident free. 

Here are a few things to keep in 
mind this holiday:

When decorating, don’t stress your 
electrical outlets. Make sure you abide 
by the directions on the light pack-
ages for how many light strands can 
be daisy chained safely. This applies 
to indoor and outdoor lights.

Don’t use indoor lights outside 
since they are not constructed to with-
stand precipitation of any kind.

Remember where you are. Many 
accidents occur merely because peo-
ple forget they are on ladders or higher 
surfaces. 

Don’t leave extension cords lying 
around. If you must use one in high 

no one trips over it.
Don’t leave cooking unattended. 

Be sure to turn off burners and move 
pots to the back of the stove or onto a 
trivet when you leave the kitchen. 

Keep pot handles facing the back 
of stove so tiny hands can’t reach them 
and pull hot foods down upon their 

heads.
D e p r e s s i o n 

is a common di-
lemma during the 
holidays and the 
risk of depression 
increases during 
deployments. Our 
Army families, 
both parents and 
children, need 
emotional and mental support and the 
Army has made it available. The hard-
est part, however, for many people 
getting help is overcoming the stigma 
of being judged harshly for going to 
a therapist. They don’t want to be la-
beled “crazy.”

If you or someone you know needs 
help or just needs someone to talk to, 
contact a chaplain or the health clinic. 

Our 2010 Drunk and Drugged Driv-
ing Prevention Campaign kicked off 
earlier this month and is in full swing. 
Although we want everyone to have a 
good time this holiday, we don’t want 
it at the expense of anyone’s health 
and well-being. When going out this 
season, be sure to assign one person 
as the designated driver and make sure 
they remain sober. If they don’t, call 
for a taxi. There is no good reason for 
anyone to ever drive drunk.

We are a family and as such we 
must remember to watch out for each 
other and help care for one another. If 
you see someone who looks like they 
could use a friend, be one.

Command Sgt. Maj.
William Berrios 

CSM, U.S. Army
Garrison Grafenwoehr

Safety plays major 
role during holidays

We often recognize and honor the 

tary families. The strength of our Army 
is the Army Family, and we are asking 
more of families than at any time in the 
past. As such, the Army is aggressively 
working to support those who are the 
strength of our Soldiers.

The strength also comes from more 
than 30,000 participants who attended 
the 2010 Association of the U.S. Army 
Annual (AUSA) Conference in Octo-
ber, held in Washington, D.C. AUSA 
supports Soldiers, civilians, family 
members and retirees of all branches 
of the Army by providing a platform 
to address their concerns. Every year, 
AUSA draws thousands of Soldiers 
and Army civilians worldwide to view 
exhibits on the latest technology and 
attend special presentations on various 
issues affecting the Army. 

The AUSA conference hosts several 
forums for those who work on behalf of 

ers, subject matter experts and family 

families are facing. Family Forums 
have been a favorite for over 10 years, 
with this year’s being the most widely 
attended of the sessions. Thousands of 
Soldiers, family members and com-
mand teams attended this year’s forums 
that were broken into four themes: 

Army families, 
paired with each 
of the following: 
Our Leaders; Our 
Children; Caring 
for Ourselves; 
Caring for Our 
Survivors. Sol-
diers and Family 
members got a 
chance to voice 
their concerns to 
senior Army leaders, who, in turn, ad-
dressed their concerns.

Our Leaders
Central to some of the concerns are 

the promises the Army has made to 
families in the Army Family Covenant: 
promises to enhance family strength, 
resilience and readiness and to pro-
vide an environment in which family 
members can thrive. These promises 
are non-negotiable, and the Installation 
Management Community is charged 
with delivering on many of them, by 
providing families with the right pro-
grams and services in the right place at 
the right time.

A common theme addressed across 
the Family Forums was the challenge 
of providing programs and services for 
all of our Soldiers and family members. 
As leaders, service providers and fam-

ily members noted during the AUSA 
Family Forums, access can be an issue, 
particularly for those who do not live 
near an installation. That is why the 
Army is creating Army Strong Com-
munity Centers: to provide informa-
tion, resources and assistance to active, 
reserve and National Guard service 
members, retirees, veterans and fam-
ily members who cannot easily get to 
an installation. Currently, three ASCCs 
are open, in Rochester, N.Y., Brevard, 
N.C., and Coraopolis, Penn. Another 
one opens in Oregon City, Ore., in ear-
ly 2011.

Another important topic of discus-
sion was the role technology plays as an 
invaluable tool in helping Soldiers and 
families access programs and services 
anytime and anywhere, as websites 
such as MyArmyOneSource.com are 
demonstrating. The Army is continuing 
to look at different ways to use tech-
nology, such as Virtual Installations. 
While we cannot put a bricks-and-mor-
tar installation in every community, we 
can build a Virtual Installation that pro-
vides localized support to all members 
of the Army Family. 

Our Children
The Army Families, Our Children 

forum focused on programs and oppor-
tunities that lessen the impact of effects 

of deployments on children. Currently 
more than 142,000 Army children are 
dealing with the absence of a deployed 
parent. Just like the adults around 
them, Army children are also dealing 
with separations, reunions, injuries and 
death. We want to help our children 
cope with these issues, and more than 
that, to help them grow into strong, 
resilient young adults. To that end, we 
are working with a number of partners, 
including universities, to provide pro-
grams that support the healthy devel-
opment of our children. There are pro-
grams for our youngest, such as Talk, 
Listen, Connect, and others through 
the elementary and high school years, 
such as 4-H, Boys and Girls Clubs, and 
Backpack Journalism.

Caring for Ourselves
The Army Families, Caring for Our-

selves forum focused on caregivers and 
family readiness group leaders. With 
this in mind, several initiatives, like 
“Coming Together Around Military 
Families,” are in progress to better pre-
pare the professionals who work with 
our children and help them understand 
the challenges and opportunities of 
military life. 

Army marriages face challenges ev-
ery day. The divorce rate has increased 

Defender 6 sends

Focus on Army Family is year-round

See FAMILIES, page 17

What is your favorite holiday pastime?Was denkst du?
“Pollyanna” 
(same as 
Secret Santa).

Spc. Alex Elliott 
Multichannel  Trans. Syst. Operator
C Co., 412th ASB, USAG Ansbach

Sgt. Alex Hansom Auston Sr.
Human Resource Specialist 
16th STB, HHC, USAG Bamberg

“Watching my 
6-year-old 
son open his 
presents.”

Sgt. Maria Santiago 
Administrative Specialist
172nd  SIB, USAG Grafenwoehr

“Family and 
eating the 
good food.”

Michelle Moore
Family Member 
USAG Grafenwoehr

“When my grand-
father dressed up 
as Santa, came 
to our house and 
asked who was 
naughty or nice.”

“Shopping.”

Andrea Phillips 
Family Member 
USAG Grafenwoehr

(What do you think?)

Gruess Gott! As this year comes to a 
close, I’d like to wish everyone a Froe-
he Weihnachten (Merry Christmas) und 
ein gutes neues Jahr (Happy New Year). 

We have much for which to be grate-
ful during the holiday season, the least 
of which being our families and loved 
ones here in the Grafenwoehr Military 
Community and also back home state-
side. 

As you celebrate the holiday sea-
son, please remember those members 
of our community who cannot be with 
their families, either by virtue of being 
deployed, or because their families are 
stateside. A little kindness goes a long 
way, especially during the holidays, so 
don’t miss your chance to give back. 

For safety’s sake
For those of you who are travelling 

great distances to be with family and 
loved ones, consider taking a moment to 
visit IMCOM’s website at www.imcom.

site has links to a plethora of safety-
related topics and the Travel Risk Plan-
ning System (TRiPs) provides tools for 
identifying and mitigating risks during 
your trip.

Those remaining in the area can also 
ensure they have a safe holiday season 
by reviewing holiday safety tips on the 
National Fire Protection Association 
and the U.S. Fire Administration’s web-
site, www.usfa.dhs.gov/citizens/focus/
holiday.shtm.

Community events
Living and working in Europe can 

would like to continue to encourage 

everyone to seize 
the opportunity 
to get out into the 
surrounding com-
munities and par-
ticipate in many 
of the local events 
and celebra-
tions, including 
the Christkindle-
maerkte (most 
of which will 
end this week), local hockey games in 
Weiden, and the city of Grafenwoehr’s 
650th anniversary event in downtown 
Grafenwoehr on New Year’s Eve.

These events and many more are 
listed each week in the garrison public 
affairs command information newslet-
ter. E-mail usaggnews@eur.army.mil to 
be added to the distribution list. In ad-
dition, the garrison’s Facebook page is 
updated frequently with local events on 
and off post. 

Vielen Dank
On behalf of the Smiley family and 

the command group, I would like to 
thank you for all you do to make this a 
great place to live and work. Your per-
severance, drive and commitment to our 
customers make me proud to be associ-
ated with you and this garrison. 

Please be safe and enjoy yourselves, 
friends and family as we get ready to 
embark on a new year. 

CSM Corner
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Story and photo by
Nick D’Amario

in the form of presents donated by 
the Vilseck and Grafenwoehr com-
munities, was brought to nearly 150 
orphans in the city of Most, in the 
Czech Republic. The orphans, rang-
ing from toddlers to teenagers, were 
visited in two children’s homes, Dec. 
11-12, by Vilseck VFW Post 9334 
members Hal Hedges, Martin Sands 
and Larry Olson, and friends-of-the-
VFW Clayton Carter, Dick Wiebe 
and Helena D’Amario.

“The Grafenwoehr military com-
munity came together and brought 
smiles to the faces of children who 
will go this Christmas and many 
more without parents,” said Hedges. 
“It’s absolutely wonderful how our 
community members opened up their 
hearts for those less fortunate during 
this special time of year.”

Carter and Wiebe, DoDDS spe-

cial education aides, and Sands, an 
autism specialist for the DoDDS 
Bavarian District, expressed their 
pleasure at the high standards of care 
being provided at the Most home for 

children. Carter played Santa Claus 
and was a huge hit with children of 
all ages at the orphanages.

The VFW has been sponsoring 
the annual event since Hedges’ ini-
tial visit in 1991 with Pavel Weiss, 
then-county commissioner, and 
now director of the Most children’s 
home. Weiss still coordinates the 
annual event with Hedges, which 
has brought special holiday cheer to 
thousands of Czech orphans over the 
past 19 years.

The program centers around a 
Christmas tree at the Vilseck Com-
missary, where community members 

for orphans upon which to base their 
holiday gift.

Gifts from community mem-
bers included stuffed animals, dolls, 
clothing, games and a large assort-
ment of toys.

“The VFW motto ‘We honor our 

to its fullest with the help of our great 
community,” Hedges said. 

Vilseck VFW brings joy to orphans

Santa Claus, played by Clay-
ton Cater, talks with a child at 
an orphanage in Most, Czech 
Republic, Dec. 11. 

Story and photo by
Nathan Van Schaik

USAG Schweinfurt Public Affairs

SCHWEINFURT, Germany — 
Hundreds of community members 
ventured into the frigid air as the gar-
rison hosted its annual holiday tree 
lighting at the Andrus Garden on Led-
ward Barracks, Dec. 3. Dubbed “Hel-

a series of events including the special 
lighting of a combat engineer vehicle.

“Let’s let that light shine and let’s 
let it shine bright,” said Garrison 
Commander Lt. Col. Everett Spain, 
in his opening remarks. “We’re go-
ing to let it shine for our friendship, 
our Schweinfurt colleagues here, for 
our deployed in Afghanistan and with 
those we have a partnership with.”

The tree, which sits in front of 
Niederwerrner Strasse, is lit every 
evening at 4:30 p.m.

In attendance were Katherine 
Hammack, assistant secretary of the 
Army for Installations and Environ-
ment, Diane Devens, region director 
of Installation Management Com-
mand Europe, Sebastian Remelé, the 
Lord Mayor of Schweinfurt, and, of 
course, Santa Claus.

The tree lighting was just one of 
series of events ushering in the holi-
day season. The 9th Engineer Bat-
talion also lit one of its own combat 
engineer vehicles modifying into 
perhaps the jolliest M60 tank around. 
After a frosty evening of caroling and 
yuletide glee, participants topped the 
night off with prime rib at the Led-
ward Dining Facility.

The Schweinfurt Elementary 
School chorus leads the crowd 
in Christmas carols at the 
Andrus Garden on Ledward 
Barracks, Dec. 3.

Lights shine in Schweinfurt
Story and photo by

John Reese
USAG Garmisch Public Affairs

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCH-
EN, Germany — Since the beginning 
of December, the tempo for annual 
events in this Alpine community has 
been as fast as the snowfall heavy.

Seasonal events began with the 
garrison’s tree lighting ceremony. 

kindlmarkt was added and the choice 
of pine tree were changed from the 
Pete Burke Center to the parking 
lot of the headquarters building and 
adjacent Freedom Park on Artillery 
Kaserne. (Freedom Park was coined 
after the Army Community Service 
employees initiated a tradition of ty-
ing yellow ribbons to the copse of 
trees next to Building 203 for each 
deployed member of the garrison and 
tenant units.)

“I suggested a Christkindlmarkt 
because its tradition in Germany and 
we’re lucky enough to have such tal-
ented local people who do everything 
from jewelry, to knitting, to pho-
tography, to painting,” said Brandy 
Humphrey, a copyright specialist 
for the George C. Marshall Center 
and a tour de force community vol-
unteer as president of the Garmisch 
Community Club. Humphrey was the 
force multiplier for the tree lighting 
ceremony. “I considered it a way to 
showcase our local artists as well as 
a good way to involve more of the 
community.”

The market opened up at 11 a.m., 
Dec. 2, with booths operated by AAF-
ES, the commissary, works created at 
the Crafts Tree. Humphrey organized 
the family readiness group to provide 
gift wrapping and the Girl Scouts to 
serenade with carols.

“We had four community artisans 
participate, and they look forward to 
increasing that next year,” said Hum-
phrey. The artist’s works can also be 
seen in the boutique displays at the 
garrison thrift store. “Aside from the 
cold, the event was nice and added 
something for the community in 
which to participate.”

Donations for gift wrapping by the 
FRG will go toward a holiday treat 
for the Soldiers and welcome kits for 
incoming families and Soldiers, said 
Kayla Chambers, a GCMC secretary 
and Army spouse.

AAFES donated the wrapping pa-
per donation, noted Chambers, adding 
the FRG also thanked the customers for 
their support. “Especially the volun-
teers who withstood the cold weather 
to help,” she said.

The market was still in full swing 
later after darkness fell and the tree 
was illuminated courtesy of an old 
plunger-style explosives detonator 
box, rigged as the light switch. Be-
fore the lighting, the Garmisch Ele-
mentary-Middle School choir under 
the direction of Eric Weddle made 

and garrison manager Karin Santos 
address the community as snow be-
gan to fall.

“You may have missed it at the 

last meeting we had to organize this 
evening’s activities, but you were put 
in charge of tonight’s weather,” San-
tos told Chaplain (Maj.) Kevin Sears. 

The snow made for a dramatic 
entrance by Santa, the jolly old elf’s 
transportation courtesy of the Gar-
misch Fire Department. 

The snowfall was also heavy 
enough to prevent the USAG Grafen-
woehr commander and command 
sergeant major from attending the 
tree lighting, but both were on hand 
Dec. 10 for the annual German-
American holiday reception despite 
another day of heavy snow. 

With outstanding support from 
the Armed Forces Recreation Cen-
ter’s Edelweiss Lodge and Resort, 
this year’s gala was held in the ho-
tel’s Gen. George S. Patton ballroom.

cess,” said organizer Andrea Win-
ter, host nation liaison. “Having the 
reception at the Edelweiss is differ-
ent and much appreciated by our 
German guests. Many of them have 
never been here before, and they’re 
very curious about this big American 
resort hotel on Sheridan Kaserne.”

Manager Santos agreed.
“So many of our guests comment-

ed on how beautiful the hotel looks, 
how much they enjoyed the food, 
and the entertainment,” said Santos. 

man and American military person-
nel and key civilians dressed to the 
nines. The reception is the most an-
ticipated event sponsored by the gar-
rison.

“Many Americans in service to 
our country, living far away from 
home during the holiday season, 
may feel lonely and homesick, but 
not those of us lucky enough to be 
stationed here in Bavaria,” said San-
tos. “The kindness found here in the 
Freistaat means a lot to us. This goes 
far beyond the alliance between Ger-
many and America. We are sincerely 
grateful to our Werdenfelser hosts 
for their unceasing hospitality and 
unending friendship.”

The reception was also an oppor-
tunity to publically welcome retired 
Lt. Gen. Kevin Dayton, the new di-
rector of the George C. Marshall 
Center for European Studies. 

And still the snow continued to 
fall, with blizzard conditions eventu-
ally shutting down the garrison for a 
few hours on the morning of Dec. 13. 

engaged to allow personnel more 
time to get safely to work. The news 
of a two-hour delay spread quickly 
with help from the garrison’s Face-
book page, with word snowballing 

personal pages. Plows, snow blowers 
and people armed with shovels, salt 
and gravel fought back, and by noon 

white blanket was blinding. 
As of press time, more heavy 

snow is forecast. Since winter sports 
makes up such a big part of Gar-
misch tourism, the garrison’s Out-
door Recreation expects a very busy 
ski season.

Snow and festivities 
descend on Garmisch

Garmisch Elementary-Middle School teacher Eric Weddle con-
ducts the school choir at the annual garrison tree lighting cer-

Photos by Mark Iacampo

Above: Mckenzie Perkes 
enjoys arts and crafts during 
the Hohenfels tree lighting 
celebration. 

Right: Hohenfels’ Christmas 
tree offers holiday cheer to 
community members.

Hohenfels ushers in the holidays

VILSECK, Germany — Above: Both Saint Nicholas and 
Santa attended  the Tree Lighting ceremony at Rose 
Barracks to hand out gifts to all the boys and girls, 
Dec. 9. Left: Vilseck Elementary School choir director 
Carlen Young leads her students in Christmas carols. 

Photos by Andreas Kreuzer



by Capt. Anna B. Mullins
Kaiserslautern Veterinary

Treatment Facility

HOHENFELS, Germany 

Holiday table scraps 

Chocolate 

Household plants 

Christmas trees 

 

New Year’s noise 

Molly Hayden
Staff Writer
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Students share stories with a furry friend 

Sam, a Cavalier King Charles spaniel, listens attentively as 
Netzaberg Middle School student Jennifer Shimkus reads aloud. 
The new program, “Pet Reading,” allows children to share a 
story with a nonjudgmental audience and has proven to aid stu-
dents with their comprehensive reading skills. 

I feel more comfortable 
reading to Sam. He doesn’t care 

if I make a mistake.
Julia Foslin, 11

‘ ‘

Adm. Mike Mullen speaks to participants of 
the Marshall Center’s Program in Advanced 

study to Washington D.C., Nov. 15. A resolu-
tion in the House of Representatives com-
mending the George C. Marshall European 
Center for Security Studies passed Dec. 2. 
The resolution commended the center for its 
efforts to promote peace, stability, and secu-
rity throughout North America, Europe and 

sentatives’ commitment to promoting trans-
atlantic cooperation through international 
collaborative educational programs such as 
those offered by the Marshall Center.

Resolution commends Marshall Center

Photo by Yvonne Levardi

Tierheim trips are well-received

Photo by Andreas Kreuzer

Vann Smiley, U.S. Army Garrison Grafenwoehr com-
mander, talks with one of the residents at the Wei-
den Tierheim, Dec. 13. Soldiers and family members 
from the garrison’s Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company recently partnered with the animal shelter, 
and collected and donated more than 1,300 pounds 
of pet food and 425 pounds of cat litter. The group 
also visited the Amberg Tierheim. To donate or 
learn more, contact Christine Nunez at 475-8432 or 
christine.nunez@eur.army.mil. 

Right: Capt. Kylen Mays, commander, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison 
Grafenwoehr, and fellow Soldiers deliver dog food 
and cat litter to the Weiden Tierheim, Dec. 13. Photo by Jeremy S. Buddemeier
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Energy tip

by Sgt. Charles D. Crail
172nd Infantry Brigade Public Affairs

Charlie Rock conquers the Alps

Capt. Matthew Frost
2SCR Public Affairs

Spc. Robert J. Holland
172nd Infantry Brigade Public Affairs

 
Photo by Capt. Nick Seidel

Facing some of the most rugged Alpine climbing in Germany, the Soldiers of C 
Company, Task Force 1-2nd Infantry, “Charlie Rock,” 172nd Separate Infantry Bri-
gade, did not blink; the mountains of the Reiter Alpe fell beneath their boots. 

Soldiers of the 172nd Separate Infantry 
Brigade blow off steam with a snowball 

at the Edelweiss Lodge, Dec. 4-6. 

Sgt. Joel Salgado 
U.S. Army Europe Public Affairs

Soldiers push their limits in Slovenia 

Soldiers with U.S. Army 
Europe’s 172nd Infantry Bri-
gade pause during a snow-
shoe hike up a steep forest-
ed plateau at the Slovenian 
Armed Forces Mountain 
Training Center, Dec. 3. 

Sabers help Afghan children gear up for school

Afghan children in the Spin Boldak Dis-
trict test drive new backpacks they re-
ceived from the troopers of 4th Squad-
ron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment. 

Check on major appliances 
routinely. Overheating is a  
sign of defects or too much  
energy use. Fix or replace 
with EnergyStar products.



Story and photo by 
John Reese 

USAG Garmisch Public Affairs

GARMISCH-PARTEN-
KIRCHEN, Germany — The 
Armed Forces Recreation 
Society, a branch of the Na-
tional Recreation and Park 
Association, recognized Gar-
misch Community Library 
employee Jamie Davis with a 
2010 Armed Forces Front Line 
Award.

The Front Line Award is 
bestowed upon personnel 
working in direct contact with 
the customer, meaning they 
are the front line of armed 
forces recreation. It recognizes 
exceptional personnel who are 
not often lauded but who are 
critical to providing outstand-
ing customer service. Employ-
ees like Jamie Davis work to 
meet the needs of the custom-
ers and, as a result, customer 
perceptions and attitudes about 
the organization are created. 

“Jamie’s professionalism, 
her helpful manner and good 
humor, and her talent for mak-

ing everyone feel welcome all 
help customers form a positive 
attitude toward the library and 
the Garmisch community as 
a whole,” said librarian Alien 
Patail.

The diamond-shaped crys-
tal Front Line trophy was pre-
sented to Davis at a garrison 
special and length-of-service 
award ceremony at the Pete 
Burke Center, Dec. 2. Patail 
delivered her praise for Da-

many local national employ-
ees present.

“It is because of employees 
like Davis that our Garmisch 
library has been named the 
Best Small Garrison Library 
four times,” said Santos. 

Story and photo by
Charles Stadtlander

USAG Schweinfurt Public Affairs

SCHWEINFURT, Germany — The rolling 
hills of the 6,000-acre Pfaendhausen Training 
Area were blanketed by an unseasonably early 
layer of fresh white snow. The RG-31 mine-
protected vehicle crept along the icy road at 
a snail’s pace, slowing to a stop between two 
small knolls rising from the wintry landscape. 
Buried among the trees was a rocket aimed di-

Soldiers from the 9th Engineer Battalion’s Al-
pha Company.

The Soldiers were only in a training scenario 
and the rocket was merely a realistic prop, but 
the situation was one that these troops may face 
on a regular basis during their deployment in 
2011. First Lt. Daniel Maxwell led his platoon 
through the exercise, and said part of the point 
was to recognize and deal with roadside bombs.

“These specialized vehicles allow the Sol-
diers to interrogate the IED,” said Maxwell, 
referring to the RG-31 equipped with a “Fer-
ret Arm” to move aside rocks and debris from 

vice. The machinery allows for examination of 
an IED from a distance, but the Soldiers within 
the vehicle still need to dismount and visually 
scan the area.

Another specialized vehicle the Soldiers 
trained on during this exercise, known as a 
Husky, only allows for a single driver carrying 
a pistol, with not even enough room for a stan-

a heavily armored hull with a V-shaped bottom 

plosions away from the vehicle. Though wheels 

may be damaged or blown clear, often the hull 
remains intact and the Soldier is unhurt.

“The Husky is basically designed to hit 
bombs,” said Maxwell. “They’re real tough.”

The training experts, James Gibb from 
Grafenwoehr and Oscar Fernandez from Baum-
holder, set up the IED scenario in what they call a 

“pinch point,” or a place where a road threading 
between two elevated pieces of land sets up an 
ideal spot for a potential IED bomber to strike.

“The enemy uses culverts and choke points 
to attack. They look for places where our Sol-
diers have no choice but to drive through,” said 
Gibb. 

Using the prop rocket and other telltale signs 
of IEDs, they trained the Soldiers to identify 
weapons and neutralize threat, lowering the po-
tential for harm in a real-life scenario.

Soldiers work in teams, using a Husky 
equipped with metal detectors traveling in tan-
dem with an RG-31. They don’t merely rely on 
technological advantage, and in this training 
they learned effective tactics for dealing with 
small-arms attacks on foot. According to the 
trainers, this sort of after attack often accompa-
nies an initial blast from an IED.

Fernandez, who has used training areas all 
over Germany, sang the praises of Pfaendhau-
sen, sometimes known as Area Mike. 

“I like Schweinfurt’s area best of all. It’s 
really got everything you need in a big, stand-
alone place. The FOB, the MOUT site, dig ar-
eas, everything,” said Fernandez. “Plus, you re-
ally feel like you’re out in the woods.”

ing support, said the Army had invested $1 mil-
lion into Area Mike expanding a road to bet-
ter simulate roadside conditions in the Middle 
East. The improvement aided this particular 
training, creating IED environments much like 
those downrange.

The Soldiers joked much about the cold con-

the concealed prop rocket in the snow before 
hurrying to hop back into the heated cab of the 
RG-31 after their scan of the surrounding area 
on foot. But the somber realities of their train-
ing were inescapable.

The concentrated looks on their faces indi-
cated acknowledgment of every detail from ev-
ery procedure the trainers described, carefully 

need to use the skills in battle.
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Search “U.S. Army Grafenwoehr” using Facebook’s page search engine.

Soldiers from the 9th Engineer Battalion sit inside an RG-31 armored vehicle 
equipped with mine-detection rollers. The frigid exercise, held at Schweinfurt’s 
Pfaendhausen Training Area, provided skills to recognize IEDs and to safely scan 
an area to ensure clear passage.

9th Engineers prepare for IEDs at Area Mike

by Capt. Jennifer Dyrcz
18th CSSB Public Affairs

Class Martonio Patterson, representing the 
18th Combat Sustainment Support Bat-
talion, 16th Sustainment Brigade, won the 
U.S. Army Europe Career Counselor of the 
Year award for 2010, recently. Patterson 
has been in the Army for 12 years and has 
been a career counselor for the last four.

“It was truly an honor to compete with 
the best career counselors throughout USA-
REUR and to be nominated as the winner,” 
said Patterson.

Career counselors are technical experts 
and advisors for the Army retention pro-
gram. They assist Soldiers and their families 

achieving the goals 
they set for them-
selves while they 
are in the military.

The USAREUR 
board consisted of 
an Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test, a 
50-question exam 
and a competition 
board. The APFT 
and exam were 
added to the competition this year to en-
sure the career counselors kept their ba-
sic soldiering skills at the highest level as 
well as advancing their career knowledge.

Gen. Carter F. Ham, the USAREUR 

ent Patterson’s award to him in the up-
coming months. In addition, Patterson 
will compete at the Army-level career 
counselor competition at the Pentagon in 
January.

“To prepare for the upcoming board I 
will continue to care for Soldiers and their 
families, which I believe to be the foun-

upon,” said Patterson. “Soldiers join the 
Army for many different reasons – some 
for education, some for country and some 
for their families. No matter their reason, 

defend their country. My aim is to as-

goals.” 

Patterson earns USAREUR career 
counselor of year distinction

Patterson

Unity, friendship 
core of parntership

Story and photo by 
Capt. Jennifer Dyrcz
18th CSSB Public Affairs

Representatives from the 18th 
Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion, 16th Sustainment 
Brigade and the G  erman War 
Grave Caring Association met 
at the Freihung Rathaus to count 
the donations made by Warham-
mer Soldiers for the grave sites 
fund, recently. The 18th CSSB 
Soldiers collected 775 euros this 
year, exceeding last year’s do-
nation of 600 euros.

The fund is supported 
largely through private dona-
tions, and its members travel 
throughout Europe setting up 
and preserving gravesites and 
memorials where German sol-
diers have fallen during times 
of war.

“It is very unique how the 
18th CSSB Soldiers have col-
lected the donations internally; 
no other foreign military has 
done this before to support 
our organization. This repre-
sents the real, living cama-
raderie between soldiers, no 
matter their nationality,” said 
Kasper Becher, the German 
War Grave Caring Association 
representative for the Oberp-
falz region.

“On behalf of the Warham-
mer Soldiers, I want to thank 
you for allowing us to con-
tribute. It is only right to see 
these soldiers remembered and 
buried properly,” said L  t. Col. 
Reed Hudgins, the 18th CSSB 
commander. 

“This all works due to the 
living partnership between the 
town of Freihung and the 18th 
CSSB,” said Becher.

Stabsfeldwebel Gerhard Lindthaler (far left) smiles as 
he dumps out the donations made by the 18th Com-
bat Sustainment Support Battalion “Warhammer” 
Soldiers to the German War Grave Caring Association 
as Norbert Bucherl, (back left) the mayor of Freihung, 
and Franz Zeilmann (back right), USAG Grafenwoehr 
Public Affairs, look on. Command Sgt. Maj. Bryan 
Witzel (front right) of the 18th CSSB assists with the 
counting. 

Library assistant Jamie 

Garmisch Manager Karin 
Santos (left) and librar-
ian Alien Patail, receives 
the 2010 AFRS Front Line 
Award in appreciation for 
her customer service.

Library assistant receives Front Line Award



Outdoor Recreation 
outings keep winter 
doldrums away

Story and photos by
Molly Hayden

Staff Writer

Military members stationed in the 
Grafenwoehr area are blessed with 
plush Bavarian surroundings that of-
fer an array of outdoor activities for 
everyone from the audacious thrill 
seeker to the laid-back wayfarer. 
Through Family and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation’s Outdoor Recreation 

are available to quell the adventur-
ous side in everyone. Inquire within 

or plan a group outing for your unit or 
organization by calling Outdoor Rec-
reation at 476-2563 (Rose Barracks) 
or 475-7402 (Main Post).

Hiking 
Experience the lush Bavarian for-

ests on an ODR-led hike, including 
explorations to Devil’s Stone, Maxi-
millian’s Cave, Baroque churches 

and more. Enjoy a picnic lunch be-
fore returning home, or inquire about 
our family hikes, which are shorter 
hikes offered to those with small chil-
dren. Spending time outdoors with 
great company is easy with ODR.

Klettersteig 
Alpine hiking, or klettersteig, is a 

that combines hiking and climbing. 
Rather than climbing up a rock face, 
klettersteiging involves crossing or 
traversing rock walls on an estab-
lished trail while utilizing a safety 
harness and safety belays. The kletter-
steig course is located in the Hirsch-
bach Valley, a 45-minute drive from 
Rose Barracks. The “Hohenglueck-
steig” has various routes guaranteed 
to satisfy all types of participants. 
From calm to extreme, a klettersteig 
adventure can be customized to meet 

Sign up now for the Saturday, Jan. 
22 Klettersteig.

Rock climbing 
Experience one of the most fa-

mous climbing areas in Europe, the 
Frankenjura, with more than 700 

crags and over 8,000 rock climbing 
routes. There are climbs for every 
skill level and ODR instructors will 
help teach those new to climbing how 
to belay safely. The Frankenjura is the 
perfect place to learn to climb, hone 
skills and enjoy beautiful scenery. 

High ropes 
An intricate high ropes course is 

tucked away near the small town of 
Tannesberg, approximately 30 miles 
southeast of Rose Barracks. Maneu-
ver through various obstacles while 
suspended 40 feet above ground. This 
course presents participants with chal-

and often uses team building skills. 

Skiing and Snowboarding 
From bunny slopes in the Bavar-

ian backyard to the double black dia-
mond slopes of the Alps, ODR offers 
lively runs and awe-inspiring views. 
The snowy background is the perfect 
setting for beginners to learn how to 
ski or for the more experienced to 
hone their skills. Daytrips and week-
end excursions are available. 

Join other skiing enthusiasts and 
daytrip to Grosser Arber (the high-
est peak of the Bavarian-Bohemian-
mountain ridge) every Saturday in 
Dec., Jan. 8 and 29 and Feb. 5, 12 
and 26. Ski or snowboard instruction 
available for the newbies, depending 
on the date and snow conditions. In-
quire when booking. 

Experience the slopes of Brau-
neck-Wegscheid Germany, Jan. 
15 -17 or March 11-13,(both Fri. – 
Sun.) during a wintery weekend get-
away. Sign up no later than Dec. 30 
for the Jan. trip and Feb. 22 for the 
March trip. 

Cost: $219 per person in double 
room or $239 per person in single 
room. The trip includes Transporta-
tion to and from the hotel, accommo-
dations for two nights, transportation 
to ski resort each day, and dinner and 
breakfast for two days. Additionally, 
an airboarding session will take place 
Jan. 16 and March 12 (read about 
airboarding below). Ski passes and 
lunches are not included in the trip. 

Note: When booking ski/snow-
board trips, customers should stop by 
Rose Barracks’ Outdoor Recreation 

friendly staff will keep the measure-

Airboarding 
This new adventure was just 

added to ODR’s already adventur-
ous regime. The sport is a high-tech 
twist on traditional winter sledding 

and has grooves on the underside that 
allow riders to make sharp turns and 
stop quickly in the snow. It’s light, 
weighing in at six pounds and easy to 
carry. Airboarding is quickly gaining 
momentum in Europe and is a low 
maintenance alternative to skiing or 
snowboarding. 

In addition to the adrenaline 
pumping, high-impact, dare devil (or 
sometimes timid) adventures, ODR 
has loads of equipment and safety 
gear available to rent, including a 
special on skiing and snowboarding 
equipment for the duration of the 
winter season. 

As the weather gets colder this 
winter season, many outdoor adven-
tures awake. Bundle up, step out of 
your comfort zone, and take a ride 
with ODR, you may surprise yourself. 
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Bldg. 5807, Katterbach Kaserne 
Mon–Fri, 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Closed Sat, Sun and U.S. holidays
DSN 467-3225, CIV 09802-83-3225 

  

Pete Burke Center, Bldg. 725
Mon-Fri, 12-6 p.m.

DSN 440-2638, CIV 08821-750-2638 

Bldg. 547
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
DSN 475-7402, CIV 09641-83-7402

Bldg. H15
Mon-Fri, 11 a.m.-6  p.m.

DSN 466-2060, CIV 09472-83-2060

Outdoor Recreation and Paintball
Bldg. 50, Conn Barracks

Tue-Fri, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

DSN 353-8080, CIV 09721-96-8080

Bldg. 2236
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, 

11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

DSN 476-2563, CIV 09662-83-2563
* open Sat, Sun from 

Memorial Day through Labor Day

Outdoor Recreation 
and rental equipment

Winter thrills abound in Bavaria
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Jennifer Walsh Cary 
BMEDDAC Public Affairs

University’s loss is Army’s gain 

Dr. John Dieter, pediatric neuropsychologist at the Vilseck 
Behavioral Health Clinic, explains how he uses different 
testing materials when assessing children. Dieter often 

fers from extreme developmental delays.

by Lt. Col. Stephen Linck
BMEDDAC

Q.

A. 

Q.

A. 

Q.

A.

If you need a shot of advice, e-mail your 
question to Lt. Col. Stephen Linck at 
brmc-pao@amedd.army.mil.

shot

by Jennifer Walsh Cary 
BMEDDAC Public Affairs

by U.S. Army
MEDDAC Heidelberg

News Release

t

Linck

Clinics removing mental health stigma 

Stay healthy while traveling this holiday
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by Robert Szostek 

Customs experts provide mailing precautions

Consult customs experts be-
fore you ship any food, weap-
ons or items made of endan-
gered species or they may be 

by David Osborne

by Meggy Benkert, 

Longstanding training 
program continues

Courtesy photo
Referendare, or attorneys-in-training listen to German 

250 Bavarian Referendare participated in the training, 

AFN offers free mobile application, ‘YouDoIt’ commercials



Sgt. Charles D. Crail
172nd Infantry Brigade Public Affairs
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by Rob McIlvaine
FMWRC Public Affairs

test

s

 Grafenwoehr digs out from winter’s grasp

BOSS Safety Factor encourages 

Spc. Randi Diggs 
12th Chemical Company



Dec. 25, Closed
Dec. 31, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Jan. 1, Closed

Bowling Center Grafenwoehr
Dec. 24, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Dec. 25/Jan. 1, Closed
Dec. 31, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Bowling Center Rose Barracks
Dec. 24-26/Jan. 1, Closed

Langenbruck Center and 
Tower View
Dec. 24-26/Jan. 1, Closed
Langenbruck Ctr.
Dec. 31, Closed

Grafenwoehr/Rose Barracks
Dec. 24 /Dec. 31, Closed

Warrior Zone 
Grafenwoehr/Rose Barracks
Dec. 18-Jan. 2
open daily, 2-10 p.m. 
 Dec. 25/Jan. 1, Closed
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From Michael Jackson to 
Michael Jordan, world’s 
most famous team delivers 

by Charles Stadtlander
USAG Schweinfurt Public Affairs

SCHWEINFURT, Germany — Over 1,000 
members of the community here gathered 
in Finney Fitness Center, Dec. 6, to see the 
clown princes of basketball get up to their old 
tricks. 

The world-famous Harlem Globetrotters 
squared off against the Washington Generals, 
their longtime opponents.

-
ters’ signature pranks and trick plays, includ-
ing bouncing the ball off opponents’ heads, 
distracting the referee to pull off complicated 
and humiliating fouls and sending players 
who committed fouls to a penalty box. 

The Generals themselves were the butt of 
many jokes, including one player who was 
stripped of his uniform, leaving him in only 
bright-colored underwear.

At halftime, the team met with the Lt. Col. 
Everett Spain, commander, U.S. Army Garri-
son Schweinfurt, to present him with an auto-
graphed red, white and blue basketball. The 
players were effusive with gratitude, thanking 
the crowd and Spain personally.

“We are honored to come to Schweinfurt 
to support the U.S. troops,” said Globetrotter 
guard “Handles” Franklin.

In turn, Spain presented the players with 
a commander’s coin in recognition of their 
visit, thanking them for coming to the com-
munity. 

Never short on basketball wizardry, guard 
Blenda Rodriguez was spinning a ball on top 
of the coin mere seconds after receiving it.

Not surprisingly, the Globetrotters pulled 
off a victory, beating the lowly Generals 82-

dunks, embarrassing fake-outs and most im-
portant to the crowd, a bucketful of cheer-
raising antics.

Hohenfels
Briefs

Garmisch 
Briefs

Graf/Rose 
Barracks Briefs

Schweinfurt
Briefs

What’s Happening

What’s happening?
For the latest news on cur-

rent events like fests, concerts, 
parties, parades and more in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen and 
Southern Bavaria, to post your 
own local news, or see the latest 
photo of the Zugspitze, visit the 
USAG Garmisch Facebook page. 
Updated daily, always relevant 
and fresh as a morning brezel. 

Unless noted, all FMWR 
events meet at the Pete Burke 
Center. To register for the events 
contact the staff at the Pete Burke 
Community Center, DSN 440-
2638, CIV 08821-750-2638, or 
email us at Garmisch.FMWR.
odr@us.army.mil. 

Munich/Third Reich
Jan. 7 & 9: After an overview 

on Friday, on Sunday meet at 
the Bahnhof just prior to the 8 
a.m. train to Munich where we 
recreate the Bier Hall Putsch as 
it happened in 1923, visit the 
site of the Munich Accords and 
explore other places associated 
with the Nazi movement. This 
is an extremely interesting tour, 
somewhat like examining an 

all day - wear comfortable shoes. 
Cost is $35.

Partnachklamm/
Wellenbad

Jan. 8: One of the most 
beautiful natural attractions in 
Germany is the Partnachklamm. 
We’ll discuss the 1936 Olympics 
in Garmisch and visit the stadium 
where the ski jumping event took 
place. After an invigorating walk 
through the gorge, we’ll visit 
the Alpspitze Wellenbad (the 
town’s largest swimming pool.) 
Cost: $28 for both, or $7 for 
Partnachklamm and $22 for pool 
separately.

Ski Austria
Jan. 8: Axamer Lizum, 

Austria. Cost: $69 adult, $59 

Estate claims 
Anyone having claims on or 
obligations to the estate of:

Sgt. David S. Robinson of 
Delta Company, 2nd Squad-
ron, 2SCR should contact 
the following summary 

Cameron Rick at DSN 475-
8230 or e-mail cameron.
rick@eur.army.mil.
Spc. Joseph Prentler of 3rd 
Squadron, 2SCR or Pfc. 
Cody Board of 1st Squad-
ron, 2SCR should contact 
the following summary court 

Irizarry at DSN 475-2266 
or e-mail ruben.irizarryguz-
man@eur.army.mil. 
Spc. Kelly Mixon of 3rd 
Squadron, 2SCR or Sgt. 
James Ayube of 3rd Squad-
ron, 2SCR should contact 
the following summary 

child, includes transportation, and 
lift pass, $79 includes weekend 
equipment rental, $12 for just the 
bus ride, (space available).

Night sledding 
Jan. 11: Imagine a night of 

completely groomed and lighted 
ski run just for sleds, with a cable 
car to get you back up! Cost: $39 
adult, $29 child includes trans-
portation, mini-bob, and lift pass.

Concert
Jan. 11: Fabio Luisi is 

conducting two modern pieces 
and the incredibly powerful and 
wonderful “Symphony Number 
One” by Gustav Mahler; tickets 
from 5-53 euros.

Prague
Jan 14-17: Prague is on the 

top ten of places to visit in the 
old world. Enjoy a daytime tour 
Saturday and a fair amount of 
free time, plus a special guided 
tour of the Franz Kafka museum. 
Departs at 4:15 p.m. Cost: $270. 

Chris Haag at DSN 476-
5897 or e-mail chris.haag@
eur.army.mil. 

PX Early Bird hours  
Now - Dec. 23, the Exchange 

will be open from 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 

Winter safety measures
When conditions warrant 

base closure or delays Tenant 
Units, Military Personnel and 
civilians can receive information 
by: Tuning their radios to AM 
1107, FM 98.5 for Main Post or 
FM 107.6 for Rose Barracks for 
the latest updates. Logging onto 
the garrison website and clicking 
the “weather conditions, road 
conditions and school closures” 
tab. Tuning their TV’s to the 
Command Channel to watch the 
weather crawler at the bottom of 
the screen, or Calling DSN 475-
ROAD or CIV 09641-83-7623 
for the recorded road conditions 
and reporting instructions. Do not 
call the MP desk for information 
regarding driving conditions. 

Dance the night away
Join us for our Old School 

Night at Warrior Zone on Rose 
Barracks,  Dec. 23, with great 
music, games, videos and more. 
Fun starts at 7 p.m.

MWR Holiday hours
Heart & Home Crafts Shop

(Arts / Crafts)
Dec. 23-Jan. 3, Closed

Auto Skills Center  
Grafenwoehr/Rose Barracks
Dec. 24-26, Closed
Dec. 27-30 /Jan. 2 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Dec. 31/Jan. 1, Closed

Library Grafenwoehr
Dec. 24-26, Closed
Dec. 31/Jan. 1, Closed

Library Rose Barracks
Dec. 26, Closed

Outdoor Recreation
Grafenwoehr/Rose Barracks
Dec. 24-25/Jan. 1, Closed

Performing Arts Center
Dec. 24-25/Jan. 1, Closed

Sports & Fitness
Grafenwoehr/Rose Barracks
Dec. 10, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

post. For more information, and 
to learn about options for tree dis-
posal in your off-post community, 

466-4967.

Upcoming trips 
Mark your calendar now for 

these upcoming ITR and Outdoor 
Recreation trips. Additional 
information will be published in 
upcoming issues of the Hohenfels 
Hometown Happenings, or call 
DSN 466-2060. 

Jan. 8: One-day ski trip to 
Reit im Winkl. 

Jan. 15: Innsbruck, Austria. 
Jan. 22: Air Boarding course 

and skiing. 
Jan. 22: Vienna, Austria.

Fast Class 
Jan. 4-13: Enroll in the 

upcoming Fast Class to raise GT 
scores or to brush up on basic 
reading and math skills to prepare 
for college. Instruction will be 
held at the Hohenfels Education 
Center Jan. 4-13, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Interested Soldiers will need 
to come to the Education Center 
Bldg. 351 to see the Counselor 
and get an enrollment form to be 
signed by their Commander and 
to take a TABE test. For more 
information call Sandra Avalos at 
DSN 466-2882.

Qubica challenge 
Jan. 8: Compete in the month-

ly Qubica AMF $1,000 Chal-
lenge tournament and earn points 
towards the right to participate in 
the $1,000, winner-take-all tour-
nament in September 2011. This 
tournament is open to everyone 
and will be held at the Hohenfels 
Bowling Center beginning Jan. 
8, with 9 Pin No Tap. Points are 
accumulated each month and the 
12 best point totals will go on to 

Flu vaccinations 
Flu shots are now available 

at the health clinic. Vaccinations 
are available to all Hohenfels 
community members. For more 
information call the Immuniza-
tion Clinic at DSN 466-4541.

Clinic construction 
The Hohenfels Health Clinic 

is currently undergoing construc-

Warrior Zone open 
Flu shots are now available at 

the Health Clinic. Vaccinations 
are available to all Hohenfels 
community members. For more 
information call the Immuniza-
tion Clinic at DSN 466-4541. 

Carols and Candlelight 
Dec. 24: The Hohenfels 

community is invited to celebrate 
Christmas Eve by Candlelight 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Join other 
community members for the tra-
ditional Lessons and Carols. Call 
Chaplain Hysom at DSN 520-
5026 or Chaplain Price at DSN 
520-5228 for more information 

Christmas tree disposal 
All on-post and off-post resi-

dents may bring their Christmas 
trees to the Sort Facility located 
behind the former garrison dining 
facility. Trees should be placed 
in the garden waste bin. There 
is no charge for tree disposal. 
Before you dispose of your tree 
remove all ornaments, tinsel and 
other decorations. Trees with 
decorations on them will not 
be accepted at the Sort Facility, 
off-post recycling centers or com-
posting facilities. Trees should 
not be placed in or near regular 
trash dumpsters located around 

Globetrotters shine in Schweinfurt

Christmas with BOSS
Join the Better Opportuni-

ties for Single Soldiers program 
for the holidays this year. They 
are holding a Christmas Dinner 
and party Dec. 22 at the Finney 

p.m. and is sure to give a taste of 
the warmth and camaraderie that 
makes the holidays special. For 
more, call DSN 353-8476, CIV 
09721-96-8476.

Health clinic open
Although Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 

are USAREUR training holidays, 
the Schweinfurt Health Clinic will 
be open for primary care services. 
For more, call DSN 354-7901, 
CIV 09721-96-7901.

Night skiing
Outdoor Recreation offers 

weekly night skiing trips on Sat-
urdays to the Wasserkuppe ski hill 
in the Rhoen mountains. Though 
the trips take a pause on Christmas 
Day, the fun resumes Jan. 1. The 
bus leaves at 5 p.m. from ODR on 
Conn Barracks and the cost is $19 
for transportation, $10 for equip-
ment rental. Lift tickets are extra. 
For more, call DSN 353-8080, 
CIV 09721-96-8080.

New Year’s in London
BOSS is offering trip to Lon-

don for the new year. The $450 
cost covers motor coach transpor-
tation, three nights lodging and 
breakfast in a four star hotel and 
a guided city tour. The bus leaves 
Dec. 29 at 6 p.m. from Finney 

in the evening. All attendees must 
have a valid passport and signed 
leave form. Sign up early, spots 
are limited. For more, call DSN 
353-8476, CIV 09721-96-8476.

tion that will last 18-20 months. 
Half of the clinic will be in tem-
porary containers located directly 
in front of the clinic for the next 8 
months or so, while the other half 
of the clinic will remain in place. 
Patients will check in at the 
clinic’s temporary containers.

Photos by Jeremy S. Buddemeier
Lt. Col. Everett Spain, commander, 
US. Army Garrison Schweinfurt, and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Eric Gordon 
show the Globetrotters a few moves 
of their own during halftime. 

(From left to right) Globetrotters’ guard “Cheese” shoots a fadeaway jumper over a Washington General defender in the 
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during the last nine years of con-

to strengthen Army marriages 
through a study called “Support-
ing Those Who Serve.” The study 
is one of the largest ever con-

for couples. Programs that sup-

for Your Relationship and Strong 
Bonds.

Caring for Our Survivors

on the needs of Army survivors. 
-

-

-

-
vors. The program is increasing 

-

support services. The importance 
of the Survivor Outreach Servic-

-
ily for as long as they desire.

Results from the forums are 

mil/hq/officecom/pao_stratcom/
family_q_and_a/. 

I encourage you to visit the 

In the Installation Manage-

services and programs for all Sol-
diers and families very seriously. 

to enhance our programs and 
-

Soldiers and families. We are also 

-

deliver on the Army’s promises: 
It is part of our ongoing commit-

strength and readiness is rooted in 
the strength of their families. 

Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch  
Commander, Installation 

Management Command

continue 

the Army 
strong

for that day.”
“You get a real sense of doing 

-

-

-

-

cases leading to his advancement over 

“When your senior leaders pull 

-
-

-

-

-

United States prepared for the Viet-

and reassigned at an unprecedented 
rate. 

guy in the company!

-

-

don’t share this commitment. 

pushups and then stop. And they got a 
-

-

-

guy to leave.”

credit to his men. 

the people.”

-

-

give 100 percent to any-

-
mander.

“Jason displayed his 
-

coaching and mentor-

commander. “He had an 

lives of all the Soldiers he 

-
ers to honor the memory 

the dedicated life he led.

every Soldier in our ... 

“Jason made each Soldier 
he cared for the most im-

managed to do that for an 
entire platoon.”

-

Ruthie Reeves of Apple 

Reeves a mentor

After 50 years, Emery still ‘ball of energy’ 
Larry Emery 
entertains at-
tendees with 
anecdotes from 
his 30 years in 
uniform at the 
Army Birthday 
celebration at 
the Hohenfels’ 
1-4th Dining Fa-
cility last year.  
He said being 

was the great-
est position he 
has had.  
Courtesy photo 

Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch  
Commander, Installation 

Management Command

Football is not ‘just  
for guys anymore’

Sophomore 
Stephanie Leitold 
(left) and junior 
Charrica Arnaiz, 
Vilseck High 
School, have set 
a new standard 
for future foot-
ball players. 

-

act that impressed the veteran coach. 

said Hall. 

too aggressive. 

steam and I’m good at it.” 

on her team has its advantages.
“My teammates are really protec-

a girl.” 
Leitold agreed. 

Leitold. “I’m everyone’s little sister.” 

of her mother. 
-

said. “But it’s really helped me and 

sportsmanship.” 
-

er to her father. 

over the sport.” 
-
-

season.

“We’re a part of something 

 

-

-

-

-

-

-
novative facilities create an enhanced 

-
-

-
erations concept places all tactical and 
operational facilities in the company 

-

-

-
-

have more personal or family time.

surrounds the elementary and middle 
-

schools are the child development and 
youth services center and a shopette 

The enhanced quality of life features 
-

-

-
essary training facilities for simulation 

training are collocated. The consolida-

-

-
ing area.

These enhanced training opportuni-

the effectiveness of the U.S. Soldiers 

Editor’s Note: Herb Steinbeck 
works as the master planner for USAG 
Grafenwoehr Directorate of Public 
Works. This article originally appeared 
in the Jan.-Feb. 2010 edition of the 
Public Works Digest. 

and services that help Soldiers 
and families thrive.

-

place to meet Soldier and fam-

-

Soldiers and families easily get 

What Soldiers and families 

much and too little information 

through different service pro-

-
-

tools to do more in-depth assess-
ments of client needs. 

Another idea is to decentral-

-

Soldier Readiness Processing 

need to go to support Soldiers 
and families in their communi-

proposed changes during focus 
-

coming visits to installations. 

providing services and programs 

-

The long-term strength of our 
all-volunteer Army depends on 

-

and dedication. 




